The Honda 600 and Fiat 850. Two sedans that answer
a question Detroit hasn’t asked yet. By Chuck Koch.

Above: With a 2.
fuel economy and surprisingly good performance. Below: The Fiat 850, although its performance
figures were belter than the Japanese competilion, also outpriced its Eastern rival by $300.
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]w,m population figures  spiraling

ever upwards,

portionate increase in the number of

automobiles inhabiting our roads, a

whereas it once took only a fow minutes

to commute from the suburbs to the
n now consume more than an

There is no surprise at the public
outery against overcrowded streets but.
no one is willing to give up his personal
means of transportation to help assuage
the problem. The solution, therefore,
has fallen to the automobile manufac-
turers and they have responded by

sub-compact. Now, no sooner {
see the Vega and Pinto
makers offer a different specie
mini-car, packet vehicle which may be
the ultimate answer. Small vehicles de
signed for short distance travel with
minimum space on crowded highways
Tonda 600 and Fiat 850 sedans

are perfect examples of this new genre
of the automobile. They are both ex-
tremely small, very mancuverable in all
traffic situations, easy to maintain an
require gasoline refills only at infre-
quent. intervals. But, the new American
sub-compacts can also claim size, ease
of maintenance and economy as virtues.
However, what they cannot claim, and
what is 'so appealing about the Fiat
and Honda, is a price tag under $1,600.
Although the two cars share a com-
mon goal. to get you from point A to
point B with a minimum of fuss and
frustration, along with similar specifi-
cations like curh weights less than

range, unitized bodies, 82-fool. turning
fcters and almost equal perform
ance figures, (he Honda and Fiat are

The Honda, for example, has a 598cc
2eylinder air-cooled engine which looks

which produces 36 hp at 6,000 rpm and
continued on page 66



318 It of torque at 4000 pm. The
28 dapecd all synchromesh

ssion and a 6.23:1 final drive

The front ~u~b;vw\x|lm

acPher

n components are a beam axle,
transversely-mounted leaf springs, and
tube shock absorbers. The Honda has
nt s i ot riar O i Wil
tire size is 5.20-10.
Fiat, on the other hand, has taken a

sl

Top left: For a car with small exterior Gimensions, Fiat featured good-sized trunk space.

Aboum: Fists S43ee & cyindsr andi produoes 42
figure is 2 welco

mpg fuel consumption

2t 5300 rpm and while ot fast, the
med consideration In today's tight economy.

ot Arnclioh by, maane Toaray. e 1. comionable. wih & simete. Assnioars.Gesign:

different engineering tack to [ulﬁll the
needs of comm\!' sedan,
like its sporty cousin the &50 ?pyder,

a ngine, re:

. The Flats 4 cv!mder en
gine displaces 843cc, pmdu( es 42 hp
5,300 rpm and orq\le al
3,600 revs. Fiat xuupemmn also differs
from Honda's in that it is independent
both front and rear. Upper swinging

arms, semi-clliptic springs and a sta-
bilizer bar compose the front suspen-

o while, Hydaulic shocks, ‘swinging
aume sl o/ gty T e e
T brehinp eystenily £ el
drama with 5.8012 4
Wit e lanemmnt 5t thi! sngingg
and drive-units both cars have, they do
not suffer from the driveshaft mound
ome, therefore, giving occupants
ctually, though,
ve anyway, ualoss you
it e Eack e 1 aeieniad (ope
continued on page 68

Above: Tuorcylindor Honda 600 enging 00k ot ke & motoreycle power plant urtl you die
cover a diflerenial and cooling fan attached: Top rights AS In the Fiat, the Hond's maror
o Shrsis 2 est Comee seknitoivy 't AR ks Gt s ok i gt
changes. Right: Trunk space in the Honda is sadly lacking with a smallish cubicie sulficing.
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In most small cars the occupants have
a feeling that their feet are riding on
the front bumper. Not so in the Fiat or
H..ml., Maybe it he high seating
£ iat or the scemingly

AT ey Honda.

the driver is afforded an excellent view
of the road in all directions. It even
gets a little scary when you see this
big Cadillac coming at you from the
rear when before you couldn't see that
portion of the road from inside a
Detroit automobile.

Due to the overall size of the Honda
and Fiat, some of the normal Detroit
creature comforts are not possible. The
seats in the Honda are only comfort-
able up to a point and the strange
positioning of the gear shift lever, up
high under the dashboard, combined
with its close placement to’ the driver
allows you to pull a quick speed shift
with your kneecap. Also, everytime the
transmission is_shifted a rather loud
and disconcerti ch issues
from the unit
terior failings also. They center mainly
sround the operating contrels of the

. The clutch, brake, and gas pedal
are located 100 close to each other. This
often leads to the error of stepping on
both the brake and accelerator at the

I you are lucky you'll
ing your foot between the

. The shift lever is long,

but you get the feeling during shifts
that your calf is going into second gear.
Other than those quirks, the Honda
and Tiat have good interior design.
Instrument packages in both cars are
ey simpliiis sod extreme]v casy to
read. In the Fiat, one huge dial suffices
for the gauge cluster and includes the
speedometer with calibrations showing
hift points, a gas gauge and fuel re-
serve indicator, idiot lights for tem-
perature, oil pressure, and amperage,
slong with turn tignal lights, hish beam
indicator, and so forth. The Honda has
two round dials containing necessary
instruments placed directly behind the
steering wheel. On the right is the
oL e it point
indicators while the left dial contains
the fuel gauge, battery discharge warn-
ights for turn signals, high
s and parking brakes. Regrettably,

you get down to a discussion on
the s!y!ms of the Fiat and Honda, you
in mind the old cliche

that “fanction is boauty.” If that state.
hese two cars must

continued on page
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$1600 COMMUTERS

continued

tends back until a rather abrupt slash
sends it plummeting to rear bumper
vel. The only hint of style in the car
windshield slanted a ok
n. This,
Combined with s sightly lowered froni
profile, lends the to-good.
ness illusion of speed. Although origi-
nating in the fatherland of automobile
the Fiat has only a sloping
, suggestive of a fastback
wells as con-
o modern design while the
nainder of the car sticks to the func-
Honal box

Speed is also a_duty of function.
While a figure of 150 mph may sound
impressive, on

you must look at the Honda and Fiat.
ey are not fast cars, but they are
meant to be. Even with this in
mind, it is a good feeling to know that
both cars are quite comfortable when
traveling at freeway speeds. Both can
handle a smooth 70 mph without diffi-
culty and it is possible to coax them
above 75 mph on occasion. Their only
dnwnﬁll lies in inclement weather. The
slightest breeze, coupled with the cars’
Tight weight, marrom. ok,
wheelbase, causes both cars,
larly the Honda, to wander
lanes. Tt is nothing serious, but vou do
get an insecure feeling when the wind
Fiowp, Despits: thia stwnt failing, the

not

ride

al th cars are good,
a Tittle m\\rh but stable under

o
Flormance figures for the cars are,
ann e fact,
it almoat secms inappropriate (o quote
them, they do allow some insig]
into m« machines and their functions.
Surprisingly, the Fiat and Honda,
deapite thelr senall displacements and
prodigious lack of power, show a fair
amount of pep on the track. In accel-
eration runs the Honda, with a much
lower drive ratio, was faster to 30 mph,
5.8 seconds to the Fiat's 6.0. Once above
this speed, however, the Fi ot Coma o
to record a ph and
220 to 60 m[\h while the Hnmla e
to times of 13.3 the

seconds from 40 fo 60 nwph white the
Honda required 20.3. Sure, you're not
going to sufler whiplash overyfime the
accelerator is depressed, but you will
et mileage figures of %) mpg for the

Fiat and an astonishing 38 mpg average
by the Honda. What more can a com
muter car do?

Handling characteristics are as dis
similar as the cars, with diffore ¢ engine
placements and drive units this is only
io be expected. The Honda, with ite
front-wheel-drive and beam axle rear

pension, cxhibits decided understeer
when cornering, a normal reaction for

INDY 500
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THE MOST
PERFORMA)

a power train of this sort. Under hard
comering the front wheels low
ross the turn while the inside rear
wheel clevates itself a good 4 inches
off the road surface. The rear-er
Fiat, on the other hand, enters
with initial understeer and a4 you
to accelerate out of the turn, final over
encountered. Both cars had
body roll during cornering, but it is
not the sort to ho upsctting although
ﬂ\e driver feels he must exert a certain

nt of body enlish i order to
iphiiate the v
Steering response _on ar

fairly g/mtl with the Fiat fos nn« o Tittle
front heavy despite its engine location.
Tt has a 1 worm_and

k at the wheel. The Honda's rack
pinion_ steering ¢

and 3.1 turms lock-tolosk. Oum
disappointing, and unrxm:\mwl fact is
the width of both cars’ turning circles

aummobm‘« itk such et
wheelbases.

After driving the Honda and Fiat for
two weeks in

really pushed,

came away thinking
that these two cars Fulfil their function

beautifully The Fia
600 sedans
could possibly
tivinie 1 mainta
expensive list price.

850 and Honda
Cvt'ry!]nnp a commuter

nt, small size, ease of
ance cost, and an in.
When you swoop

into the ultra-low-buck class, even price |
differences of a_hundred
sufficiently _significant (¢

Vg cars that this the solution to.

our immediale trafie problemms. Besidew

. ack some of
ded out of

mr
|

W WINS AGAIN

The 159 cubic inch engine used to win the Indy 500 produces over 700 HP at
10,000 RPM. Such power from a small engine requires a special ignition
THE MALLORY SUPil MAG. And the same Mallory points are standard

all Mallory ignition systems

available for your car.

Write today for information nr see your dealer. Send 25¢ in coin for Mallory decals.

MALLORY ELECTRIC CORP., 1801 OREGON ST., DEPT. MT, CARSON CITY, NEV. 88701




